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a cover for fraud, hypocrisy and worse vices. We dare
not refuse to serve a fallen or a dirty   brother lest his
'contact should injure our spiritual growth.
Young India, 5-I-*22

Scavengers

I have felt for years, that there must be something
radically wrong, where scavenging has been made the
concern of a separate class in society. We have no
historical record of the man, who first assigned the
lowest status to this essential sanitary service. Whoever
he was, he by no means did us a good. We should, from
our very childhood, have the idea impressed upon
our minds that we are all scavengers, and the easiest
way of doing so is, for every one who has realized this,
to commence bread labour as a scavenger. Scaveng-
ing, thus intelligently taken up, will help one to a true
appreciation of the equality of man.
From Yeravda Mandir, Chap. IX

In its inception, untouchability was a rule of sani-
tation and still is in all parts of the world outside India.
That is to say, an unclean person or thing is untouch-
able but immediately his or its uncleanliness is shed, he
or it is no longer untouchable. Therefore, persons who
are to attend to scavenging, whether a paid bhangi
or an unpaid mother, they are unclean until they have
washed themselves clean of their unclean work. If
instead of being regarded as untouchable for ever, the
bhangi was treated as a brother and was given an
opportunity and even made to become clean after per-
forming an unclean service for society he should be as
acceptable as any other member of that society.
Harijan, ll-2-'33